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CHRISTIAN HOLINESS. 


ANSWER TO OBJECTIONS--CONTINUED. 


A sixtu objection to Christian holiness is this :—None ever have 
obtained the blessing ; therefore, none ever can. 
brief. 

1. To say that since the days of Adam’s fall, none ever have obtain- 
ed@he blessing of Christian holiness, is to say that the objector 1s ac- 
quainted with the moral character of every individual that has lived 
froin that time until now! But no man can say this. No succession 
of men can say this. The Bible no where reports the moral character 
of each ; consequently, no man can consistently say that none ever have 
obtained the blessing, without arrogating to himself omnipresence and 
omniscience. If the objector have not been every where present in all 
ages, how does he know but where he has not been,there some sanctified 
souls have been? Again, if he have not known the precise state of 
every human soul since the fall, how does he know but that those souls — 


he has not known, have been sanctified? ‘Therefore, the objection is 
not the language of candor. 


Our answer shall be 


2. Again, for the sake of the argument, admit that none ever have 
obtained the blessing of Christian holiness, still it would not follow that 
therefore none ever can obtain it. It would only show that all have failed 
to do their duty. But because one man fails in business, does it follow 


Because one fails to do his whole duty, does it 
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hence follow that all must fail in the same‘way? By no means; else, 
because some fail of heaven, therefore all will fail. 

3. But a cloud of deceased and living witnesses rise up and pour 
confusion on this objection. Js not Abraham a bright example of 
Christian holiness? He believed God, and his faith was counted unto 
him for righteousness. Also, “ the Lord had respect unto Abel, and to 


his offering.” The Hebrew word here rendered “ respect,” conveys the 


idea of approbation or delight. St. Paul says, “ By faith, Abel offered 
unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained 
witness that he was righteous.” Also, ‘‘ Enoch walked with God.” 
the Hebrew word here rendered ‘ walked” is in the inflexive mood, 
and signifies that his conduct was so upright,as to reflect upon his char- 
acter the divine glory; and tropically means, that he lived in a manner 


well pleasing unto God. And how can two walk together, except they 


be agreed? Likewise Moses, whom the Lord knew ‘“‘ face to face,” 1s 
a witness. The unveiled glory of Mount Sinai and Mount Tabor, 
show that he was one whom Jesus loved in a special manner. Elijah, 
too, was so filled with the spirit and power of God, and so dead to sin, 
that one day ‘‘ there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire,’ and 
he ‘‘ went up by a whirlwind into heaven.” So filled with supreme 
love to God was the devout David, that he said, ‘‘ Whom have I in 


heaven but thee, and there is none upon earth that I desire besides thee.” | 
Ifthe desired nothing in all heaven, and nothing in all earth but God, 


did he not love God with all his heart?) And was not the love of sin 
entirely destreyed? St. Paul also adds, “ I am crucified with Christ.” 
And again, “‘he that is dead is freed from sin.” And once more; 
‘our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be des- 
troyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.” This is the lan- 
guage of full redemption. Nor is it nullified by Paul’s words in an- 
other place : ‘* Not as though I had already attained,either were already 
perfect.” Attained what? Unto the resurrection—as any one will see 
by consulting the passage. And “ were already perfect” in what? In 
the resurrection state. But he nowhere denies that he had attained 


Christian holiness. St. John, the beloved disciple, was a burning and 


shining light, and a living witness of the attainableness of perfect love. 


He lived in the bosom of Jesus. His soul was constantly bathed in seas of 


heavenly love. As the aromatic plant is betrayed by its fragrance, so 


the sanctified state of his heart is ever indicated by the sweet temper of 
his words. Hear him discourse of that grace which is the bond of per- 
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fectness ; ‘ Herein is our love made perfect.” ‘ Perfect love casteth 
out feir.’ All his epistles seem to have been indited on Jesus’ breast. 
They are the language of a soul exclaiming : 


“QO love, thou bottomless abyss! 
My sins are swallowed up in thee; 
Covered is my unrighteousness, 
Nor spot of guilt remains on me; 
While Jesus’ blood through earth and skies, 
Mercy, free, boundless merey cries.”’ 


In view of this great salvation, he adds: ‘f Whosoever is bern of 
God, doth not commit sin’? And again: Whosoever abideth- in him, 
sinneth not.’ And finally; © He that committeth sin is of the devil,” 
and the “Son of God was manifested that he night destroy the works 
of the devil,” that is, destroy the guilt and dominion of sin in his chil- 
dren. “ And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell 
of Gideon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae, of David 
also. and of Samuel, and of the prophets, who through faith subdued 
kinadoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the 
mouths of lions, &c., that they might obtain a resurrection.” It 1s not 
true, therefore, that none ever did ebtain the blessing of Christian holi- 
ness. Tens of thousands since Jesus “ suffered without the gate,” to 
save his people from their sins, have said with a triumphant shout : 


“Tis done; thou dost this moment save, 
With full salvation bless; 
Redemption through thy blood I have, 
And spotless love and peace.”’ 


The witnesses of perfect love are multiplying on every hand. Other 
denominations are drinking into the same blessing. Names of precious 
memory now fill my mind, in proof of this statement. All the promises 
of God are yea and amen in Christ Jesus, to the glory of God, the 
‘Father. ‘To doubt, amidst such a blaze of light, is treason. Let none~ 
delay to seek the blessing through fear of not obtaining it. Reader, it 
is fur you. Give a whole heart and receive a whole Savior. And, as 
when you pay a debt, you reckon yourself free, and rejoice in that free- 
dom; so now reckon yourself dead to sin, and alive to God. Jesus 
has paid the debt; reckon yourself free. 


“Thy debt’s discharged, thy ransom's paid; 
My “ather must forgive.” 


<* 
+} 
ik. 
ri 
i 
Pea 
> 
74 
7 
4 
a 
3 
| 
4 
it: 


52 GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


— 


Objection 7. It is objected by many that Christian holiness is incom- 
patible with our physical circumstances in this life. It is said that we 
must necessarily be so engrossed with the business and cares of the 
world—daily coming in contact with wicked men, and many vexations 
—as to be incapable of that unruffled temper, devotion, and ethereal 
existence, which such a devout state would seem to imply. This ob- 
jection is fallacious. It only shows that we should “ take heed lest we 
fall.’ It admonishes us that we watch and pray, that we enter not in- 
to temptation. Daily contact with ungodly men and alluring words, is 
only calculated to test our Christian graces, but need not hinder devo- 
tion, nor produce apostasy. All things shall work together for good 
to them that love God. In the enjoyment of Christian holiness a_per- 
son will have greater temporal and spiritual prosperity. All things will 
go well. There will’ be a sweet resignation to whatever may take 
place. God’s hand will be seen in every event. Patience will have its 
perfect work. His soul will be kept in perfect peace, because it is 
stayed on God. His powerful faith will be the victory that overcometh 
the world. Calm amidst tempestuous elements and seductive charms, 
he can say,— | 

“What though a thousand hosts engage, 
A thousand worlds my soul to shake ; 
] have a shield sha]] que}l their rage, 
And drive the alien arniues back ; 


Portray'd it bears a bleeding Lamb, 
I dare believe in Jesus’ name.’’ 


Objection 8. It is also objected against Christian holiness, that it 1s 


Incompatible with the union of soul and body, and hence the soul can 


be sanctified only at death. This objection is contrary to facts. Our 
first parents are examples of the possibility of perfect holiness in the 
body, and that, too, prior to death. Our blessed Savior also had a hu- 
man body and a human soul united on earth, in a state of immaculate 
holiness. Hence the simple union of soul and body is not inconsis- 
tent with holiness. The objection is also repugnant to those Scriptures 
which require and promise holiness in this life. It is also against the 
prayers of nearly all pious people—for all pray to be made holy here. 
In view of all these facts, it.does not follow that if Christians be made 


holy in this life, they will instantly die. By no means. They are then 


Just prepared to live. But what if they should die? Who would ob- 
ject to dropping off like ripe fruit, and going to heaven? What soul 
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would recoil at the idea of mounting to its native heights in a chartot 
of fire, and burning with unspent lustre before the throne of God? Let 
none pause, then, in seeking holiness, in view of an objection so glar- 
ingly untrue. 

Odjection 9. But a powerful objection with many to Christian holi- 
ness is, that certain passages of Scripture-deny its possibility in this 
life. This objection is worthy of a candid notice. The following pas- 


sage, found in I Kings, 8: 46, has been thought to be an unanswera-_ 


ble proof-text against Christian holiness, or freedom from imputed sin. 
“Tf they sin against thee, (for there is no man that sinneth not,”) &c. 
“Tf they,” means, as in the preceding verse—‘‘ If thy people.” After 
the hypothetical clause, “‘ If they sin against thee,” the following 
clause, declaratory of the high probability that they would sin, is in- 
cluded in brackets, ‘* (for there is no man that sinneth not.) Now, 
we do not contend that Christian holiness is a state of freedom from all 
sin—that is, from errors and mistakes which are the fruits of ignorance, 
and are therefore unintentional, and consequently are not imputed as 
actual sins that involve guilt. In this respect ‘‘ there is no man that 
sinneth not.” But Christian holiness is a state of entire. deliverance 
from all mtentional sin—from all imputed sin—and from the dominion 
ofsin. In this sense it Is not true that “ there is no man that sinneth 
not.” Nor do we contradict the Scriptures: for the clause just quoted 
ought to be read, ‘ (for there is no man that-will not, or may not sin.)’ 
This interpretation is perfectly compatible with Christian holiness. 
Nor ts this a forced interpretation. ‘The Hebrew has no present tense. 
It has only a past and future tense—the former comprehending all 
time that is past, and the Jatter all time to;come—and both bordering 
indefinitely near upon each other. But the [Hebrew word “ yeheta” 
rendered “ sinneth,” is in the future tense, and may as properly mean 
‘will sin,” or ‘ may sin,” as to be translated “ sinneth.” No scholar 
can deny this. The Septuagint also uses ‘f amartesctat” in the future 
tense—a word substituted for the Hebrew ‘“yehcta,”’ and meaning 
“will sin,” or potentially expressed, and involving the idea of a future 
” The Vulgate likewise uses ** peccet”’ in the future and 
in the same sense as the corresponding Hebrew and Greek words. 

Now, then, taking the word in this sense, there may be three inter- 
pretations, each strictly compatible with Ciiristian holiness. 

1. None can be so holy in this world as to be free from unintentional 
errors and mistakes, or to be free from sins of unavoidable lgnorance 
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and infirmities, which grace does not remedy. Hence, in this sense, 
there is no man that will not sin.” But this sort of sin is not impu- 
ted to the believer, but freely and instantly forgiven. This explanation 
fully meets the case, and harmonizes with the doctrine of holiness. 
- | 2, Again, it is true that ‘“‘ there is no man that will not sin” in this 
sense, namely, that he will not be a practical sinner—wiil not have 


Con 


| sins to be forgiven. Hence says John, “‘ If we say that we have not ; 
sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.” 1 John, 1: 
4 10. All have sinned, and “ there is no man that will not sin,’’—that 

live from his birth up without the commission of sin. But this does 

a not imply that there can be no “ forgiveness of sins”’ that are past, and 


no living without the intentional commission of actual sin, and no free- 
dom from the dominion of indwelling sin: for John says, ‘If we con- 
fess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 1 John, 1: 9. And again, 
We ‘Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin, (actual and willul 
> sin,) for his seed remaineth in him, and he cannot sin, (that is, it 1s 
we ‘morally impossible to sin wilfully while in that holy state,) because he 
at) is born of God.” 1 John, 3: 9. 
3. Finally, it may be shown that parallel cases authorize us to take 
the clause ‘‘ will not sin,” in the sense of “ may not sin.” ‘The context 
proves this to be the sense in which the inspired penman used it. He 
says, ‘If they sin against thee (for there is no man that sinneth not— 
or will not sin)” that is, it is highly probable they will sin—for all are 
liable to sin—‘‘ there is no man that may not sin.’ This is no doubt 
: the true sense of the passage. In this sense it only declares the impec- | 
cability of all men, and shows that all—even the holiest—are liable to 
fall into open sin. Thus the passage does not lie against Christian 
holiness, | | 
The same explanation is also applicable to 2 Chronicles, 6: 36, 
and Eccl. 7: 20. Also l John, 1: 8.—‘*If we say we have no sin, ) 
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us,” is explained by St. 
John in the next verse but one. “If we say that we have not sinned, 
we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.” Hence the objection 


that the Bible is against Christian holiness is triumphantly refuted by 
its own mouth. Glory to God. 
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“O for a firm and lasting faith, 
To credit all the Almighty saith.” 


Concord, N. H. 
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ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION. 


Ir is not the profession of a doctrine that establishes its truth; it is 
the truth of God, from which it has proceeded. Man’s experience 
may illustrate it; but it is God’s truth that confirms it. 

In all cases of this nature, we must for ever cease from man, implic- 
itly credit God's testimony, and look to [lim in and through whom all 
the promises of God are yea and amen. ee 

‘To be filled with God is a great thing; to be filled with the fullness 
of God is still greater ; to be filled with all the fullness of God is great- 
est of all. ‘This utterly bewilders the sense and confounds the under- 
standing, by leading at once to consider the immensity of God, the in- 
finitude of his attributes, and the absolute perfection of each! But 
there must be a sense in which even this wonderful petition was under- 
stood by the apostle, and may be comprehended by us. Most people, 
in quoting these words, endeavor to correct or explain the apostle by 
adding the word communicable. But this is as idle as it is useless and 
impertinent. Reason surely tells us that St. Paul would not pray that 
they should be filled with what could not be communicated. The 
apostle certainly meant what he said, and would be understood in his 
own meaning ; and we may soon see what this meaning is. 


By the ‘* fullness of God,’? we are to ‘understand all the gifts and- 


graces which he has promised to man in order to his full salvation 
here, and his being fully prepared for the enjoyment of glory hereafter. 
To be filled with all the fullness of God, is to have the heart emptied of 
and cleansed from all sin and defilement, and filled with humility,meek- 
ness, gentleness, justice, holiness, mercy and truth, and love to God 
and man. And that this implies a thorough emptying of the soul of every 
thing that is not of God, and leads not to him, is evident from this, 
that what God fills, neither sin nor Satan can fill, nor in any wise occu- 
py; for, if'a vessel be filled with one fluid or substance, not a drop or 
particle of any other kind can enter it, without displacing the same 


quantum of the-original matter as that which is afterward introduced. | 


God cannot be said to fill the whole soul while any place, part, passion, 
or faculty is filled, or less or more occupied, by sin or Satan: and as 
neither sin nor Satan can be where God fills and occupies the whole, 
so the terms of the prayer state that Satan shall neither have any do- 
minion over that soul nor being in it. A fullness of humility precludes 
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all pride; of meekness, precludes anger; of gentleness, all ferocity, 
of goodness, all evil; of justice, all injustice ; of holiness, all sin; of 
mercy,all unkindness and revenge ; of truth,all falsity and dissimulation ; 
and where God is loved with all the heart, soul, mind and strength, 
there is no room for enmity or hatred to him, or to any thing connected 
with him; so, where a man loves his neighbor as himself, no ill shall 
be worked to that neighbor; but, on the contrary, every kind affection 
will exist toward him ; and every kind action, so far as power and cir- 
cumstances can permit, will be done to him. ‘Thus the being filled 
with God’s fullness will produce constant, pious, affectionate obedience 
: to him, and unvarying benevolence toward one’s neighbor ; that is, any 
TPS man, any and every human being. Such a man is saved from all sin ; 
; the law is fulfilled in-him ; and he ever possesses and acts under the in- 
: fluence of that love to God and man which ts the fulfilling of the law, 
It is impossible, with any scriptural or rational consistency, to under- 
stand these words in any lower sense; but how much more they imply, 
(and more they do imply,) who can tell?’—Dr. Adam Clarke. 


ra For the Guide to Holiness. 


) THE LACK OF A CLEAR WITNESS OP JUSTIFICATION NO BARRIER 
AGAINST SEEKING ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION. 


A sister remarked in a select meeting, not long since, ‘“ That 
she felt she was not prepared to receive the blessing of perfect 
oe love—her heart’s extreme desire—until she had a clear sense or 
evidence of justification, the which she had never enjoyed.” Re- 

i flecting on the remark, which made a strong impression on my 
mind, T was led to look back upon my own experience, and trace 
. + the manner of the Lord’s dealing with me, and with the humble 


4) hope of encouraging and benefiting others, am prompted to com- 
While seeking pardoning grace—the blessing of justification— 
me) for some time L was looking for a great change, some direct mant- 
244 festation of the Spirit, whereby I would be fully assured of my 


acceptance, and to which I might ever look back without a doubt. 
Having sought in vain for this, I began to be discouraged. While 
alone one evening, reflecting on my exercises and condition, the 
enemy told me that I had sought so long in vain, that the people 
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of God would have no confidence in me; they thought me un- 
faithful and insincere, and that I had much better leave their class 
and select meetings, and attend them no longer. But in a few 
minutes, through grace, I was enabled to say, ‘ No, I will never 
leave the society of the children of God and the means of grace. 
This people shall be my people, and their God, my God. Rejoic- 
ing or weeping ; beloved or despised, I will still follow on ; and if 
I perish, it shall be at the feet of the Savior of sinners.” | 
This decision, and these reflections, were succeeded by a calm 
peace of mind, the which I was so tempted to believe was the 
loss of my convictions, if the little [ had suffered in mind, on ac- 
count of my sins, might be called by that name. The next morn- 
ing found my mind in the same unsatisfied, unbelieving state. <A 
hymn book, lying on the table, arrested my attention. [ opened 
to this verse— | | 


‘‘ Believe on him who died for thee, 
And sure as he hath died, 

Thy debt is paid, thy soul is free, 

And thou art justified.”’ . 


On reading this, IT exclaimed almost involuntarily, ‘ Lord, can 
this be so? Is this the sentiment of that blessed book whose pages 
J have studied from my childhood, and yet I have never seen it. 
Yes, it is, indeed. ‘ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou 
shalt be saved,’ is the language of inspiration, and henceforth I 
will endeavor to believe it. This is the substance of my conver- 
sion. 
I will now pass briefly and rapidly over the few succeeding 

years of my experience. At times when I would look away from 
self, and believe in Christ as my justification, independent of any— 
thing done by myself I would enjoy refreshing seasons, and then 
again be lost in the mazes of doubt and uncertainty, because | had 
not received any peculiar manifestation. | | 
Tread and thought much on the subject of sanctification, and 
believed and felt that nothing less than a clean heart, could satisfy 
my longing soul. My earnest cry was for 


‘A heart thy joys and griefs to feel, 
A heart that may not faithless prove, 
A heart where Christ alone may dwell— 
All praise, all meekness, and all love.”’ 


But yet, in the carly part of my experience, when inclined to press. 
forward and to seek for greater blessings and higher attainments, 
felt that there was something in the rear to be brought up. The 
Lord was pleased to show me, that having once laid the founda- 
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tion of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, [ 
must go on to perfection ; not remain here renewing again and again 
the foundation, but leave the first principles of the doctrine of 
Christ, and press toward the mark for the prize of my high calling. 
And although I did not at all times enjoy a clear sense of my jus- 
tification, yet the foundation had been laid, laid on the rock Christ 


Jesus, and [ bad never willingly left him, and now onward and 
upward, holiness of heart was that for which I panted. “ My 


longing soul was all on fire, to be dissolved in love.” My Savior 
had promised to give me whatever [ would ask in faith, believing, 
and then after some struggles with the tempter, and laying aside 
some long cherished views as to the manner of obtaining the 
blessing of perfect love, [ resolved, as [I then thought, to seek it 
by fuith alone. IT now thought that I had laid all upon the altar 
of consecration, and my ery was, * Lord give me the blessing in 
thine own way; only let me know that I have it.” Here I again 
stumbled. [still retained the will that the Lord should give me 
the evidence, before I belicved and claimed it on the strength of 
the promise. But this also must be given up; it was the last sa- 
erifice. | tt also on the altar—I! now had all there. “ Lord,” 
I could say, ‘all that IT have and am is thine, and I now 


claim thy promise of acceptance, simply because it is thy promise 


in Christ Jesus ; feeling thou canst give or withhold just as thou 
seest best, but LT will not yield) my claim—I will believe the bless- 
ing mine, and profess it; and that same faith which now enables 
me to rely on thy word, will bring the grace that shall enable me 
to live it to thy honor and glory.” I then felt a sweet satisfaction 
of mind, a deep consciousness of having done right, done the will 
of the Lord, and also felt much condemned whenever | met with 
God’s people—* travellers in the way to Zion’’—and did not 
profess it. But the cnemy was ever near; he soon told me that 
it Was presumption thus to believe without a clear and direct wit- 
ness. Then, said I, “I will ask of God the witness.” ‘ But,” 
said the tempter, “‘ you dare not do this, you will be wrong, for it 
will imply that you are afraid to rely or rest on the promise of God.” 


I left off parleying with my adversary, and went directly to the 


Lord with my case, and told Him the need I felt of a clearer wit- 
ness, and humbly asked it at his hands. Nevertheless, if he saw 
best to withhold it in order to try my faith, 1 would bow in sub- 
mission, but still claim the blessing on the strength of the promise. 
I had prayed in this way but a short time before [ could say, “I 
know it is thy will, thy Spirit beareth witness even now that I am 
thine ; but 1 shall see greater things than these.” I felt fully as- 


~s 
| 
> 
Ne 
; 


A SKETCH OF CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE. 59 


sured of this, and now went forward watching unto prayer; and 
on the afternoon of the next day, just one week from the time that 
I ventured to receive Christ as my sanctification by simple faith, 
1 received the clear witness, and enjoyed a direet and peculiar 
manifestation of a Savior’s all sufficiency—his fullness and love. 

I do not remember of ever receiving any great blessing until I 
could and did believe, and claim it on the strength of the promise 
of God; fully resolved to bear the cross, and serve the lord from 
principle, leaving feeling in his hand, to give or withhoid as he 
saw best for my good or his glory. And truly has the words of 
the Lord, by the prophet Isaiah, been verified in the case of the 
writer of this experience—“ I will bring the blind by a way they 
know not, I will lead them in paths they have not known ; dark- 
ness will I make light before them, and crooked things straight ; 
these things will I do unto them and not forsake them.” 


Wuitre Puains, N.Y. Hl. W. 


For the Guide to Holiness, 


A SKETCH OF CHRISTIAN EXPERTENCE. 


Tue detail of Christian experience in all its diversified forms is 
always interesting to the pious soul ; hence the writer would pre- 
sent the following brief sketch, as nearly as: possible in the man- 
ner in which it was communicated, hoping that others may also 
be benefited. | 

The subject of our sketch hac’ been for many years a professed 
follower of Christ when the following incident occurred. On a 
certain occasion he felt anxious and embarrassed in his mind in 
reference to his own course of duty, and also for the salvation of 
impenitent relatives and friends ; he consequently resorted to the 
throne of grace for help. Having bowed before the Lord,he found 
himself perfectly speechless. He waited some fifteen or twenty 
minutes, when it Was suggested to his mind, “It is useless to at- 
tempt to pray under such circumstances; I might as well give it 
up.” While dwelling upon this point and not daring to decide 
the case at once, it occurred to him that possibly Satan might have 
something to do in this matter, and he then resolved still to wait 
before the Lord. Here followed a sort of soliloquy between dut 
and feeling, or nature and grace. Duty says, “hold on,” but feel- 
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ing replies, “I cannot, my heart is weak and powerless.” Then 

the Spirit says, “‘ God is the strength of thy heart,submit it to him.” 

© Ah!” thought he, “God is good, he knows and does that which 

is for the best. This very state I am now in is doubtless ordered — 
| or permitted for my good. On this, without regard to present 

feeling, and willing to be submissive under the trial of his faith, 

he looked up to God and exclaimed, ‘“ Do as thou wilt with me 

and for me.’ Then followed another conflict. The interroga- 

tion came home to his heart, “* Are you willing to have pain, hard- 

ship, grief and loss?” For a while he shrunk at the idea of suffer- 
ing, but recollecting it was but for a moment, he humbly, but 
slowly and deliberately replied, “‘ Yes, Lord, 


‘Give joy or grief, give ease or pain, 
Take life or friends away.’ ”’ 


_ At this moment, (it being nearly an hour he had been thus exer- 
cised,) a sweet tenderness of soul came over him, attended with 
, | an unutterable manifestation of divine goodness and mercy, which 
not only extended itself to him, but also to the entire human family. » 
4 So great was the manifestation, he exclaimed in the language of 
| the poet, 


““] will praise thee, I will praise thee ; 
Where shall I thy praise begin ?”’ 


Thus, like one anciently, “he went on his way rejoicing.” 
ee The above sketch shows us three important reasons why many 
Bay go from the throne of grace unblest. First, they lack the spirit of 
entire submission to the divine will. Secondly, they are not per- 
severing enough ; they seem to forget the promise, that ‘in due 
season ye shall reap, if ye faint not.” Thirdly, they attach too 
much importance to frames and feelings, and too little importance 
to faith. 

The Lord help the reader and writer, to learn and practice the | 
happy art of waiting upon him submissively, believingly, and obe- 


diently. B. 


Thy nature, gracious Lord, impart. 


Come quickly from above; 

Write thy new name upon my heart, 
‘Thy new, best name of Love. 
| 
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REV. GEORGE PICKERING. 


This venerable man, who had been a bright and shining light as a minister in 
the church, for about fifty-seven years, has gone to his reward. We make the 
following extract from an obituary notice by his son in law, Rev. G. W. Frost, 
published in Zion’s Herald. It contains an account of only a part of, his last 
sickness. 


Houmrss was the requirement which engrossed most of his 
attention. ‘ We serve a holy God, and he requires a holy heart,’ he 
would say. At one time, when Mrs. Pickering asked him if he desired 
to get well, he replied, ‘‘God’s will be done. I had rather die than 
sin.’ Jfis meaning was, that he wished to have no will of his own, 
and sooner than have the least desire contrary to the will of God, he 
had rather die. It was the doctrine he had preached and practised, 
and he found it not only good to live by, but good to die by. On this 
point he expressed himself very fully. ‘I desire,” said he to Mrs. 
Pickering, ‘‘a pure heart. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
shall see God.” And he rejoiced in the soul-cheering thought, that he 
possessed the wished for treasure through the blood of Christ. ‘There 
was no doubt on this point in his mind ; it was clear as the sun at noon 
day. We remarked at one time, “IT have no doubt with regard to my 
acceptance; all will be well;”? and then inquired if his wife, whom he 
was addressing, had any with regard to him. ‘‘ No!” she replied, 
“never for a moment.” A_ blessed testimony from a dying man of 
God’s willingness to save to the uttermost. 

There were many thrilling scenes—scenes never to be forgotten— 
that transpired in his sick room, when he met those with whom he had 
labored in the vineyard of his Master.  Ilis meeting with that company 
of preachers who came to his bedside, has already been noticed in this 
paper. None will ever forget his emotion, and earnestness of manner, 
as he cried, Holiness! holiness! holiness! holiness! or expressed his 
high regard for them as ambassadors of Christ. 

When Father Taylor came to his bedside, some days afier, he grasp- 
ed both his hands firmly as in the strength of youth, pressed them to 


his heart, while the tears, in big drops, rolled down the cheeks of both. 


either could speak until Father Taylor exclaimed, My Father ! my 
Father! and after a moment he spoke in nearly the same language as to 


the preachers. Farewell passed their lips, and they parted, to meet no 
more on earth. | 
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To the preachers he left his last request. I was going to the city a 
short time before he ceased to talk; he called me to his bedside, and 
said, with emphasis, “ Tell the preachers from me to live holy, preach 
Christ, and meet me in heaven.’’ ‘To Mrs. Pickering, he said, ‘IfI 
die, tell the preachers, tell the Conference, to preach holiness, as my 
dying admonjtion. 

For all who came to his bedside, he had a word of exhortation when 
he could speak ; and when speech failed him, the pressure of the hand, 
and the gushing tear, spoke most eloquently the emotions of the heart. 
He was deeply interested for the whole church; not simply New Eng- 
land, but the great body of the church of his choice. He never lost: 
his affection for the Baltimore Conference ; but a few days before his 
death, when told of the revival there, he said, ‘* Yes, O yes! the Gospel 
is preached in its purity there. There is pure old fashioned Meth- 
odism.”’ 

His physician said to him one morning, ‘‘ Father, I fear you will not 
live to sce another Sabbath on earth.” ‘Glory to God,” was the 
prompt reply. But we might enumerate many, very many such scenes, 
if time or space would permit. ) 

His mind, during the most of the time, was perfectly clear, ‘perfectly 
himself, until about a fortnight before his death. ‘Then, for some eight or 

ine days, he was occasionally wandering for a few moments at a time. 

hen in this state, he was always laboring for the church, in imagina- 
tion, perhaps, in some of his old appointments. No word was uttered 
but was perfectly proper, showing how pure was the spirit within. He 
continued in this way until about four days before his death, when the 
clouds parted ; the fury of his disease seemed to be spent, and nothing 


-remained— 


‘ But for the busy wheels of life to stand still.” 


None, who saw him, will ever forget the expression of his countenance ; 
so much like heaven, so purely spiritual, so little of earth— 


‘A look such as limners give 
To the beloved disciple."’ 


It seemed as though the very angels of purity were looking out of 


the windows of the soul ; as though the earthly had ceased to exert its 
influence over the spiritual, and the fluttering spirit, pure through the 
blood of Christ, was leaving its blessed parting impress upon the clay 
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tenement, so long its habitation, as it took its final departure until the 
resurrection of the just. Every lineament of his countenance glowed 
with unearthly beauty, and seemed to reflect the radiance of that Joy 
‘which is unspeakable and full of glory.” Lamb-like patience, or en- 
tire submission, was the prevailing expression, while gleams of light, 
triumphant light, seemed to play upon his venerable features. Tach 
marked that look, as they gazed upon the venerated patriarch, so near 


his home, and it left an impression never to be forgotten. It reminded 


me more of the countenance of the figure personifying the Church, in 
Annelli’s celebrated painting, than any thing earthly I have ever seen. 
But this was life, stern reality, and there are expressions, so much like 
heaven, that earthly genius,with afl its triumphs, is utterly incompetent 
to portray. Words cannot express it; but it is written upon the inner 
teniple of many hearts. Before he had prayed, ‘ Lord, have mercy, 
have mercy; take me home to heaven, sweet heaven!” Now he sees 
and he ex- 
claims, ‘* Now, Lord, lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, for mine 


the “chariot of Isracl, and horsemen thereof descending,” 


eyes have seen thy salvation.” 
dle recognized all who came to his bedside, and when he could not 
speak, pressed the hand, while emotion was visibly manifested. He 


seemed to have an .unclouded view of his place of rest, and an earnest 


of that ‘ pyheritance which is incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away.” ‘To his wife, he said, in broken whispers, ‘I am happy in 
the Lord; you are not left as some are; you have a good God to go 
’ Vis son-in-law, Mr. Bemis, watched with him Sabbath night, and 
finding him so weak, he said to him, with much emotion, ‘ Father, we 
fear you cannot live till morning.’ “ Why?” he asked. ‘* Because 
you are so Glory to God!” he replied, ‘“‘then almost 
home, Glory! Glory! Glory! Glory!” And he said also to him, 
“My affairs, for time and eternity, are all settled. Glory to God.” 

He was now rapidly fling; the angel of death hung over our 
dwelling, and we dreaded every moment lest he should do his work. 
During the Sabbath and Monday, he remained in the same happy frame 
of mind, lying in one position, as such was his weakness and liability 
to funt, that we dare not move him, lest the fatigue should be attended 
with fatal consequences. On Monday evening there was no particular 
change, except he grew weaker, and respiration became more difficult. 
About ten o'clock the family took leave of him for the night, and, as it 


proved, for ever on earth. ‘This arrangement was necessary, as most of 
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the family had been sick of the fever. O, whatascene! He grasped 


every hand, and looking towards heaven, seemed engaged, for a mo- 
ment, in prayer; they each imprinted a kiss upon his pale brow, al- 
ready damp with the moisture of death; his lips, already purple, moved 
to say, farewell, but refused to perform their office; but the expression 
of his countenance beamed with the same angelic beauty, and glowed 
with the same heavenly radiance. 

Two kind and careful watchers had been provided, who had been 
much with him; but though I had just risen from a bed of sickness, I 
could not leave him, and I remained all night in the room; I frequent- 
ly (as did the watchers also) passed to his bedside. ‘The monster was 
evidently doing his work, coming nearer and nearer the seat of life. 
His pulse could scarcely be felt; a flutter, and that was all, accompa- 
nied with that restlessness that often precedes death. 

About half past twelve, I went to his bedside, and asked him if he 
knew me; he replied in the negative by slightly turning his head. I 
gave him my name, and he immediately grasped my hands and pressed 
them to his bosom, and tried to shout, as nearly as I could distinguish, 
Glory! Glory! At this time I called some of the friends, but as no 
particular change had taken place, such was the state of their health, 


that they retired. 

About half-past five o’clock I made preparations to rest for an hour, 
but with-the express injunction that I should be called, if there appear- 
ed the least change for the worse. Before leaving, I went to his bed- 
side for the last time; the blood had already settled under his nails, 
the film of death seemed to be gathering upon the eye, but the unusual 
heat attending these symptoms, deceived me, and I thought he might 
survive some hours; he pressed my hand as firmly and cordtally as 
usual; [ placed my ear to his lips, but could only hear the word Glory 
—the last he spoke on earth. Fifteen or twenty minutes after [ lett 
the room, his son-in-law entered, but he had ceased to breathe ; and so 
peacefully, so calinly, that he looked as if in a sweet sleep. We could 
not for hours realize that the spirit was gone, such was the impress it had 
left on the tenement of clay. It seemed, as Mrs. Pickering passionately 
exclaimed, as though ‘‘ he must speak.’ "Fhose lips had never refused 
their office before, but now, alas! they were hushed in death! 

Hfis prayer was answered, which he had often put up in his fervent 
manner, ** Lord, be with us in the struggles of death,” and he was at 

‘Sure the last end 
Of the good man is peace !--how calm his exit! 


Night dews full not more gently on the ground, 
Nor weary, worn-out winds expire so soft.’ 
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THOUGATS GN THE REASONS WHY GOD DOES NOT ENTIRELY SANCTIFY 
JIB JUSTIFIES AND REGENERATES. 


Tue ultimate object which God has in view, as it regards al 
believers, is, to bring them up into that high and_ holy state, in 
which their wills shall be merged into his; a state in which the 
destruction of sin is complete, and the grace of God has reached 
and purified every affection of the soul —in which, as little chil- 
dren who love their parents, and unhesitatingly and delightfully 
obey all their wishes, they wait for the teachings of the Spirit that 
they may obey the will of God with unspeakable delight and Joy. 
The object and desire of God 1s that we should avail ourselves, 
through faith, of the purifying influences of the Holy Spirit, until 
we reach that state in which every thought that 1s indulged shall 
be in harmony with the precepts of the gospel —every word that 
is spoken shall be governed by the law of kindness — every action 
that is put forth shall be regulated by love —every enterprise that 
is engaged in shall promise to advance the glory of God. In 
short, God secks to bring us to that state in which we shall be so 
ravished with the holiness of his nature, and the perfection of his 
attributes, that we shall desire nothing but God — that our desires 
and aversions shall harmonize with his—and we recognize our- 
selves as the property of Jehovah, and may not live for ourselves, 
or to ourselves, but for God, and to God, and in God. | 

Those who enjoy this heavenly frame of mind are brought to it 
by degrees ; the dominion of sin being broken at the time of jus- 
Ufication and regeneration, so that with free heart and will they 
are enabled to serve God, and subsequently enter into that higher 
state of grace of which we have been speaking. But the ques- 
tion arises, Why does not God entirely sanctify the soul when he 
justifies and regenerates it? We offer a few reasons in answer to 
this question, which to our own mind are conclusive. 

1. First, Before conversion we have very incorrect views of the 
heinous nature of sin and the loveliness and desirableness of 
purity of heart. Betore conversion sin appears evil and heinous 
because it subjects us to the wrath of God; and is that, which, if. 
unrepented of, will make us miserable for ever. Purity, before 
conversion, appears desirable because it is necessary in order to an 
entrance Into heaven ; and is that without which we can never see 
God’s face in peace. After conversion sin appears heinous be- 


¢ 
» 
t 
a 
q 
4) | 
a 
q 
) 
4 


4 


66 GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


cause it is contrary to rectitude and righteousness—unlovely in 
itself and contrary to the nature of God. Purity appears desira- 
ble because God is pure, and desires us to be like him. — If, there- 
fore, a correct view of the evil nature of sin and the loveliness and 
desirableness of purity are necessary in order that we may flee 
from the one, and be led to seek and prize the other, we have one 
reason why God does not sanctify the soul when he justifies and 
regenerates it. 


2. Secondly, Before conversion we do not appreciate the full 


force of moral obligations. Before conversion our minds are 


more occupied with our dangerous situation and how we may es- 
cape, than it is with God’s claims and requirements upon us. We 

are prompted to repent of our sins more strongly from a con- 
sideration of the awful consequences that await the impenitent, 
than a clear view of our obligation to repent and serve God. But 
after the great change wrought in the heart and mind by the work 
of regeneration, we are much more capable of appreciating moral 
obligation. Such has been the flood of spiritual light poured into 
the mind, and the change wrought in our moral nature, that we 
are now able to discover the strong and binding obligations which 
rest unon us. If, therefore, this higher form. ‘of Christian expe- 
rience involves the necessity of a distinct recognition of the sacred | 
obligations and unchanging requirements which God has upon us, 
then we have another reason showing us why God does not per- 
form the work of regeneration and entire sanctification simultane- 
ously. 

3. Thirdly, Before our conversion we have no clear and dis- 
tinct perception of the extent to which we are to devote ourselves 
to the service of God, and the duties he requires at our hands. 
During the season of repentance, when we are drinking the worm- 
wood and the gall, our greatest desire is to obtain forgiveness of 
sin; and amidst the darkness and ignorance attending upon such 
a state, we form no distinet perceptions of the extent to which we 
are to devote ourselves to the service of God, and the Christian 
duties we are to perform, except so far as this, we determine to 
forsake our evil ways, and henceforth to try and serve God. But- 
after conversion our spiritual perceptions are so cleared and our 
minds so illuminated, that we discover our duties marked out dis- | 
tinctly, and the extent to which we are to devote ourselves to the 
service of God plainly laid down. 

Now that we have a state of mind in which we can discover 
the real nature of sin and the loveliness of purity—are capable of 
appreciating moral obligation, our duties are placed before us, re- 
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quiring us to consecrate time, talents, influence, property, all we_ 
have. as a sacrifice to be devoted exclusively to the glory of God 
for ever. And in order that we may do this understandingly and 
suitably, we require more clear and distinct views than we can 
have while we are in the darkness, ignorance, and condemnation 
which precede our conversion to God. | 

4. Fourthly, Before conversion our faith does not grasp this 
higher state of Christian experience. The Scriptures teach us that 
‘according to our faith it shall be done unto us,” and henee what 
our faith does not embrace we shall not receive. Before conver- 
sion the individual’s prayers are for pardon of sins, removal of 
euilt and condemnation. His faith grasps the promise for pardon 
of sin and acceptance in the Beloved, but we hesitate not to say 
that his faith does not embrace the higher state of Christian expe- 
rience, for of this he has no definite conception. But after he is 
renewec, his prayer is for entire deliverance from the in-being of 
sin, and his faith grasps this higher state and brings the blessing to 
his soul. He then enters it with a clear view of the evil nature of 
sin, of the loveliness of purity, of his obligations and duties, and 
of consequence does it understandingly. 

These thoughts have occurred to our own mind as a satisfactory 
answer to the question, Why God does not regenerate and entirely 
sanctify simultaneously. B. OB. 

—Flainesville, Sussex Co., N. Y., Dec. 25, 1846. 


THE ROSE AMONG THE TITORNS. 


A provs man who lived deeply grieved and afflicted in the midst 
of his persecutors, once walked sadly up and down his garden, 
almost doubting as to the care of Providence. As if held fast, he 
stopped before a rose bush, and the spirit of the rose thus ad- 
dressed him—* Do T not give life to a beautiful plant? a cup of 
thanksgiving (full of sweet perfumes,) to the Lord, in the name 
of all the flowers: his offering of incense. And where do you 
see me? Among thorns. But they do not sting; they protect 
and give me my juices. Thy enemies do likewise; and should 
not thy spirit be more firm than a fading flower ?”? The man went 


away strengthened ; his soul became a cup of thanksgiving for his 
enemies, 
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From the Southern Churchman. 


ST. JOHN vill. 1-15. 


O siessrEp Jesus, when | see thee bending, 
Girt as a servant, at thy servant's feet; 

Love, lowliness, and might, in zeal all blending, 
To wash their dust away, and make them meet 
To share thy feast—I know not to adore, 
Whether thy humbleness or glory more. 


Conscious thou art of that dread hour impending, 
When thou must hang in anguish on the tree ; 
Yet, as in the beginning, to the ending 

Of thy sad life, thine own are dear to thee; 

And thou wilt prove to thein ere thou dost part, 
The untold love which fills thy faithful heart. 


The day, too, is at hand, when far ascending, 

Thy human brow the crown of God shall wear ; 
Ten thousand saints and radiant ones attending, 
To do thy will and bow in homage there ; | 
But thou dost pledge to guard thy church from ill, 
Or bless with good, thyself a servant still. 


Meek Jesus! to my soul thy spirit lending, 
Teach me to live, like thee, in lowly love; 
With humble service all thy saints befriending, 
Until 1 serve before thy throne above ; 

Yes, serving e’en my foes, for thou didst seck 
The feet of Judas in thy service meek. 


Daily, my pilgrimage, as homeward wending 
My weary way, and sadly stained with sin, 


Daily do thou, thy precious grace expending, 


Wash me all clean without, and clean within, 
And make me fit to have a part with thee 
And thine, at last in heaven's festivity. 


O blessed name of seErvAnr! comprehending 
Man's highest honor in his humblest name, 

For thou, God's Christ that oflice recommending, 
The throne of mighty power didst truly claim; 
He who would rise like thee, like thee must owe 


His glory only to his stooping low. G. 
PRILADELPRIA. 


CHRIST WASHING TILE DISCIPLES’ FEET. 
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EXPERIENCE OF MRS. ELIZA T. WARD. 


I was educated to respect religion by pious parents, and so 
trained that I never felt any desire to indulgé in dress, society, or 
amusement, inconsistent for a professor of religion. I was married 
toa professed Methodist when quite young. My mind was not 


few years after my marriage, in a revival of religion in New Bed- 
ford when Rey. A. Kent was stationed here, about seventeen years 
azo. My convictions were not painful. T used the private means 
of grace, and went to the altar for prayers, end the Lord ina 
short time revealed to me His justifying Spirit's witness. He set 
His seal to every act of consecration, Ife met and comforted me 
at the altar; when I first opened my lips in social prayer, He 
filled my mouth with praise and my heart with devotion. I never 
shall forget the glorious manifestation imparted to me when 
Father Kent laid his hand upon my head in baptism. ‘The witness 
of justification was generally clear from the time of my conversion, 
and my confidence strong in God. My peace was occasionally 
interrupted by feelings of impatience when outwardly annoyed, 
Which was a grief and discouragement, but by suppressing them 
and by confession, comfort was restored to my soul. My husband 
obtained the blessing of perfect Jove the same year that I was 
converted. [ enjoyed myself sufficiently to be contented most of 
the time, and did not feel the necessity of seeking earnestly fora 
perfect heart until seven years after my conversion. We then 
lived in Poughkeepsie, N. Y. There was at that time an out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit, and my husband, who stood clear in 
the blessing of sanctification, labored constantly to impress me with 
the importance of my coming into possession of it. The spirit of 
the Lord impressed my mind very powerfully, and inspired me 
with a determination to seek this pearl of great price. For two 
days | sought earnestly, praying and struggling against extremel 

severe temptations. ‘The evening of the second day I took the 
Bible, being alone, and sought direction by reading and praying 
over it. ‘The 14th chapter of John’s gospel afforded me much 
comfort. After my husband had prayed in the family that night, 
T followed him and agonized with God for the blessing, but did 
not then obtain the desire of my heart. I retired to rest with my 
heart uplifted to Christ, earnestly craving to be taken nearer to 
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Him. This was the last feeling of which I was conscious ; I was 
after that lost to all below heaven! The presence of the glorious 
Savior was as distinctly manifested to me as any object of sense 
ever was to my view. At the midnight hour my companion re- 
called me to consciousness of earthly. things. My clnldren were 
weeping around my bed, supposing I was about to leave the world, 
as they told me my cry had been for twenty minutes after they 
were awaked, “ Lord Jesus, take me to thyself!’? My whole 
soul was drawn out in desire to be with Him. But when I was 
recalled from this blissful vision to contemplate my dependent 
children, | was immediately resigned to live for their sake accord- 
ing to the will of God. I seemed enveloped in a flood of light, 
as I rose; for [ could not sleep, but spent the remainder of the 
night in shouting the praises of my Redeemer.. For three months 
this heaveuly frame continucd.. | lived above the world, my heart 


was in heaven, and my body so light [ hardly seemed to tread the 


earth. No root of bitterness sprang up to trouble me! All was 
“ peace”? and “ joy in the Holy Ghost!” IT had never then heard 
a sermon upon holiness, nor known of but one person’s possessing 
it. Being very ignorant of the wiles of the enemy, [ gradually lost 
my strensth, and. though I always loved to revert to the glorious 
blessing which had been conferred upon me, yet I could not exer- 
cise faith sufficient to recover the same elev ated state ; though at 
times it seemed but a step beyond my reach. During this period 
of backsliding [ suflered much ; though it is strange to tell, all the 
scourgings of my Heavenly Father did not urge me close enough 
to the Savior to give me complete victory until seven years had 
passed in this lukewarm. state. First, the Lord took from me a 
lovely babe. [ wept, but took the next litthe one in age to my 
heart to fill the vacancy. The Lord then removed this idol of my 
affections. We then lived in the city of New York ; I was away 
from home and felt desolate. When that child was ‘taken, I felt 
that nothing but the blessing of holiness could sustain me under 
the bereavement. ‘I'he word sounded continually in my ears. | 
could not speak my feelings even to my husband, who had always 
hitherto been a counsellor and support. But now my anguish 
was too great for utterance. I went to God as my only hope, 
knowing that he alone could relieve me. ‘Three days I passed in 
earnest mental prayer. The night of the third was spent in pain- 
ful wrestling with God, in which distress my body meekly sympa- 
thized with: my spirit. O how glad was I to see a gleam of day 
light. I arose, and soon felt a sweet fecling of resignation com- 
ing over my mind, of which I told my husband. Immediately as 
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I spoke, it seemed as if heaven came down to earth! I was filled 
with joy unspeakable, and could only shout aloud for some time the. 
praises of my elorious Redeemer. ‘The Lord renewed to me the 
witness of entire sanctification, the same’l enjoyed in Pough- 
keepsiec. 

This was three years ago last September. [| have no reason to 
doubt the genuineness of the work. My peace is constant, no 
sin nor sorrow is there is my unworthy heart. At times T am fil- 
led to overflowing with glory and with God. 

O that Christians would attain the will of God,their entire sanc- 
tification, to prepare for usefulness, and fit them to live with pure: 
spirits in heaven. Any thing short of this is comparatively noth- 
ing. But I do not feel stationary. My soul grows in grace con- 
tinually. When Iam filled there is no room for more ; but my 
heart enlarges from time to time, and is replenished in proportion 
from the fullness of Christ. Thus the Lord teaches me and leads 
me forward. Il have had temptations, but nevert felt them worth 
speaking of, they are so light in comparison with my joy and com- 
fort in the Holy Ghost. Oh, why will Christians creep when they 
might always be rising above the influence of the world and the 
power of the enemy to injure? yea, do the will of God as it Is 
done by the angels in heaven. 


New Beprorp, Jan. 4, 1847. 


ON GRIEVING TILE SPIRIT. 


You have heard that there is a set time, after which the Spirit, 
being resisted, will cease to strive, and depart: you have also 
heard how many ways it may be resisted: and withal, the several 
grounds and reasons, why it will withdraw upon such resistance. 
And now, what can be more scasonable, than to wrap up all in the 
apostle’s own exhortation, 1 Thess. v. 18, “Quench not the 
Spirit.” — It is clear therefore that it may be quenched. And if. 
so, it will be our prudence to avoid all those courses, that may 
not only quench, but even cool itin its workings. Let every one be 
as careful and tender of grieving’ the Spirit, as he would be of 
grieving his only and his dearest friend. Believe it, it is this 
Spirit alone that is able to stand by and comfort you in all the 
disconsolate and dark passages of you lives. When he is gone, 
who shall resolve and clear up all the doubts of our misgiving and 
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trembling consciences? who shall subdue all our corruptions ? 
who shall bear up our desponding souls in the midst of afflictions ? 
who shall ward off the force and fire of temptations? Our own 
deceiving hearts, an alluring world, a tempting devil, and all the 
powers of sin and hell will be let loose upon us: and, what is the 
greatest miscry of all, being deprived of the Spirit, we shall have 
nothing to oppose them ; ; no second to assist us. Be ready there- 
fore to entertain it in all its motions; to cherish all its suggestions : 
whensoever it knocks at the door of your hearts (as it often does), 
stand prepared to open to it, and receive it with joy. When it 
speaks to you in the word, answer, as Samuel did, ‘* Speak, Lord, 
for thy servant hears.””’ When it seems to pull you from sin, and 
says, ‘* Do not that abominable thing which my soul hates ;”? draw 
back your hands froin the commission of it, and do it not for a_ 
world. When it enables you to relinquish and forsake some sins, 
never rest ull you have forsaken them all. When it raises you to 
the performance of some good duties, still press forward to perfec- 
tion: let every holy motion and desire be improved into a_holy 

action: but if you should at any time chance to grieve or oppose 
him (as we do all of us too, too frequently,) yet be sure that you 
persist not in it, but recover yourselves by a speedy and a serious 
humiliation. Mourn over your disobedience, pray ferv ently for an 
obedient heart. Assuredly you will hereafter find, that it is better. 
thus to strive with God in prayer, than with the Spirit i in his work- 


ings.— Dr. South. 


Love is a thing that is more casily extinguished than concealed. 
It needs no herald to proc laim it, but w lierésosy er it is, it will be 
sure to show itself. Fire shines as well as burns, and needs noth- 
ing but its own light to make it visible and conspicuous. 


Love desires the presence of the object loved, and there is no 
way to make distant things present but by thought. Thought 
gives a man the picture of his friend, by continually represenung 
him to his imagination. <‘ O how love i thy law!” says David ; 
it is “my meditation day and night.” It kept him waking upon 
his bed, and was a greater refreshment to him than his natural 
repose. Let every man reflect upon his own experience, and con- 
sult the working of his own breast, and he will find how unable 
he is to shut the door upon his thoughts, and to keep them from 
running out after that thing, whatsoever it is, that has seized his 
affections. W hatsoever anal he is about, hatouieent place he 1s 
in, still his thoughts are sure to be there. 
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